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This map shows the areas Abel Brown 
travelled to attend college and 
establish Sabbath Schools in western 
New York and northwestern 
Pennsylvania.  In addition, as an 
itinerant Baptist minister and American 
Anti-Slavery Society traveling agent he 
traveled, overland and by boat, to 
Michigan, Ohio, and Canada to visit 
family and fellow activists and deliver 
anti-slavery and Liberty Party lectures 
on the abolition circuit until he died in 
1844.



Fanatic to Radical Abolitionist

Letter to Garrison from Sand Lake 1841

Rev. Abel Brown’s respect and 
partnership with William Lloyd 
Garrison was not solely based on the 
abolition cause.  Like Brown, 
Garrison's commitment to the First 
Amendment, freedom of speech and 
freedom of the press, was a common 
value that sustained their friendship 
after Brown became a political 
abolitionist. In 1839, Brown lamented 
that there was “a determination on 
the part of many in this (N.Y.) State, to 
keep all Anti-Slavery Papers” away; 
and “Some men go on as if 
determined to die opposing the cause 
of Emancipation.”*



Northampton, Hampshire County, MA corruption

Liberator, February 19, 1841

Rev. Abel Brown was stationed by the Baptist Church in Northampton in the late 1830s 
before becoming a paid traveling Agent for the AASS. In Northampton, Brown lamented 
that corruption was deeply embedded in the anti-slavery movement in western 
Massachusetts.  



Northampton, MA

Lydia Maria Child

David Ruggles

Despite the corruption within some anti-slavery circles in the western Massachusetts there were some abolitionists 
deeply committed to the cause.  Around the same time that Brown removed to West Sand Lake, NY, Child departed 
for NYC.  (But Child’s husband, David Lee Child, remained in the area.)  Prior to her departure she had 
communicated with Davide Ruggles, a prominent black abolitionists who had lived in NYC and helped Frederick 
Douglass escape bondage through that city in 1838.  In 1842, Davide Ruggles moved to Bensonville (a village outside 
Northampton) and began to work with the Northampton Association of Education and Industry (1841-1846) and 
operated an Underground Railroad station there.*



New York City & New York Statewide  Connections

Joshua Leavitt                   Rev. Charles B. Ray Rev. Samuel Cornish Isaac Hopper

In addition to the men pictured above, Brown also had abolition connections with the Tappan brothers and 
Gerrit Smith that spanned from NYC to western New York.  The men above were critical because they were 
heavily involved in the abolition press, like Garrison, printing and reprinted letters, stories, and events that 
assisted black and white abolitionists coordinate their efforts.  



Eastern NY Anti-Slavery Society & Local Abolition

Gerrit Smith Mr. Stephen Myers Rev. Charles T. Torrey  Rev. Henry Highland Garnet

Rev. Brown helped co-found the Eastern NY Anti-Slavery Society with Gerrit Smith and Rev. Fayette Shipherd (located in Troy, NY at 
that time) and left the pulpit to become a full-time activist.  With the men pictured above and Shipherd, Brown served as the 
Corresponding Secretary and Traveling Agent for the ENYSAAS and worked with community leaders in the Vigilance Committees in 
Albany and Troy. In Albany, Brown and Torrey began publishing the abolition newspaper Tocsin of Liberty (later renamed the Albany 
Patriot).  Brown also played a role in the Underground Railroad operations transferring freedom seekers  from the Washington, DC 
and Baltimore, MD to Canada, byway of Albany and Troy and Vermont.*



New York Tribune, March 20, 1843

Mississippi Free Trader (Natchez, Miss.), April 6, 1843

Mr. Lewis Washington

Forwarding Agent

Mr. Lewis Washington was a freedom seeker from Maryland who made his way to 
Troy (most likely with the assistance of Charles Torrey) where he became close friends 
with Rev. Brown.  Brown and Washington traveled together on the abolition lecture 
circuit in the early 1840s and frequently experienced mob attacks.  In addition, they 
worked with the ENYASS and Underground Railroad network in Albany and Troy to 
collect supplies for freedom seekers.  After Brown’s death, Washington lived in Troy 
for several years before becoming a grantee on the Smith’s lands. He later relocated to 
Nebraska.*



Vermont Union Whig, February 15, 1844

Rev. Brown frequently informed bounty hunters and slave owners that he 
assisted freedom seekers.  On several occasions, Brown played on the language 
of “property in man” by writing that he was the “General Agent for the Albany 
Forwarding Company” involved in a “Grand Shipment of Humanity.”  Together 
with Washington and Charles T. Torrey, and Stephen Myers (Albany) and 
William Rich (Troy), freedom seeking men, women, and children made their 
way through the Capital Region to Rochester, Syracuse, and across the boarder 
to Canada.*



From Washington, DC to Canada 

Vermont Union Whig, March 27, 1845 (Voice of Freedom)

In 1845, James Baker, a freedom 
seeker living in Canada, was 
reunited with his wife and son after 
the abolition network through the 
Capital Region purchased their 
freedom.  A few years earlier, that 
same network of black men and 
women and Rev. Brown, in Troy and 
Albany, NY, along with Torrey, in 
Washington, DC, and Brown’s 
friends in Canandaigua had made 
Baker’s arrival to Canada possible 
via the Underground Railroad.

In 1844, Charles T. Torrey was 
convicted for his participation in the 
Underground Railroad and 
sentenced to six years in the 
Maryland Penitentiary. In 1846, he 
died in prison due to tuberculosis.



Pittsfield Sun, June 23, 1840

Libertyite
Rev. Brown became a political 
abolitionist supporting the 
Liberty Party.  In the early 1840s, 
the Liberty Party was founded at 
a convention in Albany, NY. 
Liberty party members included, 
Salmon Chase (Ohio), men of the 
ENYASS, and other abolitionists 
in the free states.  James Birney 
(Ohio) and Gerrit Smith were 
nominated by the Liberty Party 
in the United States Presidential 
elections in 1840 and 1844.  
Brown campaigned across New 
York state for the party and often 
faced violent mob attacks when 
doing so.* 



Liberator, May 28, 1841

Rev. Brown repeatedly challenged the Baptist Church 
and Baptist ministers for allowing slaveholding 
Baptists into the churches set up in the South by the 
Baptist Free Mission Society.  He also caused a ruckus 
by requesting that if the Baptist church’s American 
and Foreign Bible Society planned to distribute Bibles  
then the enslaved be provided with the good book, 
too.

Rev. Brown’s commitment to the First Amendment 
and his devout behavior earned him a reputation as 
an “unimpeachable man”. 



Liberator, April 23, 1841

“Unimpeachable Man”



“Libeler”

Rev. Brown was indicted in Albany, NY for challenging the idea that Henry Clay was an 
anti-slavery advocate and calling Clay a “sabbath-breaker, swearer, gambler, duelist, thief, 
robber, adulterer, man-stealer, slave-holder.”  At that time it was common knowledge 
Clay was a slaveholder in Kentucky who had sold and “acquired” slaves. But Clay’s 
supporters offered his service as President of the American Colonization Society as proof 
of his anti-slavery nature. Albany mobs prevented Brown from delivering the lecture. 
Newspapers across the country reprinted the handbill (to the left) and newspapers in 
slave states defended Clay, celebrated the mobbers, and the applauded the indictment.*

Liberator, September 2, 1842



An “Unimpeachable Man” Remembered

Catherine Swan Brown Spear Frederick Douglass Rev. Henry Highland Garnet

In November 1844, Rev. Abel Brown died of “brain disease” in the home of the Mosher family in Canandaigua, NY while traveling on the 
Libertyite and abolition lecture circuits.  Rev. Henry Highland Garnet delivered a moving eulogy for his friend.  Mrs. Catherine Swan 
Brown, Brown’s second wife, was a member of the ENYASS, traveled with Brown and Washington, and published Memoir of Rev. Abel 
Brown by His Companion in 1849, noted Garnet’s words. In 1853, three years after the 1850 Fugitive Slave Act was signed, Frederick 
Douglass spoke in Canandaigua and printed in his paper that Canandaigua was the headquarters of Silver Gray pro-slavery conservatism 
in western New York. He also paid homage to Abel Brown and suggested something more sinister might explain Brown’s sudden death,
writing “It was here that that true friend of the American bondman, Rev. Abel Brown, was shamelessly mobbed, if not killed, a few years 
ago by the respectability and piety of the place.”  Indeed, memory of Brown’s commitment to enslaved men and women continued in the 
1850s when Brown’s question concerning the distribution of Bibles to the enslaved masses by the American and Foreign Bible Society 
was continually recorded in the minutes of abolition and American Bible Society meetings and reprinted in newspapers.* 



*Sources
• All newspaper images can be found at either Newpapers.com, or the Black Abolitionists Database.

• For information about Garrison’s commitment to exercise the First Amendment, see Denis Brennan, The Making of an Abolitionist: William Lloyd’s 
Garrison's Path to Publishing the Liberator (Jefferson, NC: McFarland & Company, Inc., 2014); Quote can be found in C.S. Brown, Memoir of Abel 
Brown by His Companion, 91. 

• For information on the Northampton community and David Ruggles, see Graham Russell Gao Hodges, David Ruggles: A Radical Black Abolitionist and 
the underground Railroad in  New York City (Chapel Hill, University of North Carolina Press, 2010), and the davidrugglescenter.org.

• For information on the ENYASS & Local Abolition slide: For Troy connections, see Jennifer Thompson Burn, dissertation, Black Trojans: The Grassroots 
Abolition Campaign by the Free Black Community in Troy, NY before 1861 (2019); For Torrey information, see E. Fuller Torrey, The Martyrdom of 
Abolitionist Charles Torrey (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2013), and Stanley Harrold, “On the Borders of Slavery and Rae: Charles T. 
Torrey and the Underground Railroad” (2000); For Albany connections, see Underground Railroad History Project, 
https://undergroundrailroadhistory.org/mission/, and the works by Tom Calarco, Don Papson, Charles Blockson, Eric Foner, Switala; Lewis Washington 
would later move to Nebraska, for information on Lewis Washington, Gerrit Smith’s land grants, and the Underground Railroad, see North Country 
Underground Railroad Historical Association, https://www.northcountryundergroundrailroad.com/lake-champlain.php?page=5, and Chauncey C. Olin, 
"Reminiscences of the Busy Life of Chauncey C. Olin" in: A Complete Record of the John Olin Family ... (Indianapolis: Baker-Randolph Co., 1893), 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/tp/id/57929, and Essex County Times, January 31, 1844.  Two excellent histories of the 
abolition movement, see Manisha Sinha, The Slave’s Cause: A History of Abolition (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2016), and Merton Dillon, Slavery 
Attacked: Southern Slaves and Their Allies, 1691-1865 (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1990).

• For information on the Libertyite slide: Jennifer Thompson Burns dissertation, Black Trojans: The Grassroots Abolition Campaign by the Free Black 
Community in Troy, NY before 1861 (2019); Corey M. Brooks, Liberty Power: Antislavery Third Parties and the  Transformation of American Party 
Politics (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2016);Richard O. Johnson, The Liberty Party, 1840-1840: Antislavery Third-Party Politics in the United 
States (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2009); Eric Foner, The Ideology of the Republican Party before the Civil War (New York: Oxford 
University Press, 1995); For early article that captures Brown’s budding political involvement in the early 1840s, see The Charleston Mercury, July 09, 
1840.

• For information on “Unimpeachable Man” slides, see Letter Abel Brown to William Lloyd Garrison. July 27, 1841 in Anti-Slavery Collection at Boston 
Public Library Rare Books Department.  https://ark.digitalcommonwealth.org/ark:/50959/6h441h69d; C.S. Brown, Memoir;  For Frederick Douglass’s 
thoughts about Brown, see Frederick Douglass Paper, January 14, 1853; For information on Brown’s challenges to the Baptist church, see Liberator, 
March 22, 1839, May 18, 1841, February 16, 19, March 1, 1844, February 4, 1853, May 18, 1855; For Rev. HH Garnet’s eulogy, see Brown, Memoir, 
212.
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